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How's the economy?

Washington County managed to stay right in that economic sweet spot it has inhabited for the past several years. Job growth carried on in the
5-percent range with all major industries participating in the expansion. The jobless rate remains low, but not too low. First time-claims for
unemployment insurance showed no unseasonal increases. Construction permitting continued to expand, but not too rapidly. Finally, gross
taxable sales followed the past trend with strong growth. Current indicators suggest Washington County is expanding nicely without any sign of
feverish or unsustainable growth.

Jobs

Washington County added more than 2,800 jobs between September 2014 and September 2015, holding on to a 5-percent I
year-to-year growth rate. al

Employment growth is strong, but not overheated. Plus, all major industries managed to add jobs over the past year. ’.II

Healthcare and social services added the largest number of new positions with construction, manufacturing and professional/business I
services falling in close behind. al

In the third quarter, lower-paying leisure/hospitality services and retail trade added employment at a slower rate than earlier in the year. *.II

*Preliminary Link for PDF version. jobs.utah.gov/wi/regions/county/washington.html
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; Utah Deparment of Workforce
Services. Lecia Langston, 435-688-3115, lecialangston@utah.gov
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Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting

Average Monthly Wage THIRD QUARTER 2015*
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Unemployment and Wages

In December 2015, Washington County’s unemployment rate registered 3.8 percent, down slightly from a year earlier.

1
Consistent job growth and almost unwavering joblessness suggest the labor market is in balance, creating enough new jobs to meet :
the demand of those entering and re-entering the labor market. 1
As 2015 came to a close, first-time claims for unemployment insurance showed the typical seasonal increase, actually running =
slightly lower than previous years.
Claims showed no significant signs of large unseasonal layoffs. ]
For the first 11 months of 2015, total construction permitting values showed a strong 18-percent increase compared to the same $
months in 2014.

* Preliminary. Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; Utah Deparment of Workforce Services. Utah State Tax Commission.
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Construction Permitting JANUARY - NOVEMBER 2015
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New nonresidential values picked up in 2015 following the earlier lead of residential building. .
The number of new home permits increased by 10 percent, keeping the county in a sustainable and not overheated home-building .
mode.
Gross taxable sales displayed another strong performance increasing by almost 10 percent between the third quarters of 2014 and $
2015. -
Sales proved particularly solid at car dealerships and general merchandise stores. ‘-};

*Preliminary

Source: Utah Dept. of Workforce Services, Utah Bureau of Economic and Business Research and Utah State Tax Commission.
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Nonfarm Jobs by Month THIRD QUARTER 2015*
August 2015

July 2015
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TOTAL 56,237 2,554 4.76%
GOODS PRODUCTION 8,475 443 5.52%
Mining 168 -9 -5.08%
Construction 5,200 175 3.48%
Manufacturing 3,107 277 9.79%
SERVICE PRODUCTION 47,762 2,111 4.62%
Trade Transport Utilities 13,035 469 3.73%
Wholesale Trade 1,264 41 3.35%
Retail Trade 8,255 257 3.21%
Transportation and Warehousing 3,395 169 5.24%
Utilities 121 2 1.68%
Information 757 71 10.35%
Financial Activities 2,297 149 6.94%
Finance and Insurance 1,320 74 5.94%
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 977 75 8.31%
Professional and Business Svcs 4,530 326 7.75%
Professional/Scientific/Techn Srvcs 2,234 225 11.20%
Management of Companies 75 22 41.51%
Administrative Support/Waste Mgmnt 2,221 79 3.69%
Education, Health, Social Svcs 9,713 780 8.73%
Educational Services 396 -22 -5.26%
Health Care and Social Services 9,317 802 9.42%
Leisure and Hospitality 8,771 191 2.23%
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 1,085 48 4.63%
Accommodation and Food Services 7,686 143 1.90%
Other Services 1,655 104 6.71%
Government 7,000 19 0.27%
Federal 615 -1 -1.76%
State 1,326 11 0.84%
Local 5,059 19 0.38%
Covered Ag, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting* 111 -3 -2.63%

* Not included in total.
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Note: Detail may not add to total due to rounding and the exclusion of confidential data.

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.
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